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time, and by their unpopularity contributed not a little
to the downfall of the Wellington administration, the
test of time has triumphantly vindicated the skill and
foresight of the minister who created the force. But on
the question of parliamentary reform both ministers
were equally blind or equally obstinate. The Can-
ningites had urged that organic change might be averted
by politic amendment of the representative system in
detail. It was with this view that Huskisson had
recommended the transfer to Birmingham of the
franchise of East Ketford, and Peel, it is said, had
supported the same measure in the Cabinet. But the
duke would listen to no such proposal, and parted with
the Canningites in consequence. In the session of 1830
similar proposals were again made and again rejected.
The Tory Government had abandoned its own principle
when it yielded to the Catholic claims, yet it could not
or would not adopt the only policy which might enable
it to control and direct the political movement of the
time. It fell between two stools.
During the session of 1830 the unpopularity of the
Government increased with its obstinacy and with the
confidence of its enemies; the death of George IY,
followed by the Eevolution in France, precipitated its
overthrow. Its foreign policy had become odious to
those who had been inspired by the more liberal ideas
of Canning, and was incessantly assailed by the Whigs.
At home distress was rife and discontent almost
universal. The turbulent spirit of the north had
invaded the south of England, and the " Swing " riots, an
agrarian movement, having for its object the burning of
ricks and the destruction of agricultural machinery, waa